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I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
ven and earth: 
sr in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 
Mary: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead: He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty: From thence he shall come to judge 
ick and the dead. 
es lee in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic 
Church; The Communion of Saints: The Forgiveness 
of sins: The Resurrection of the body: And the Life 


everlasting. Amen. 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
. 


Introduction 


(Ip BEN our Lord commanded His Apostles to 
go into all the world and preach the Gospel to 

every creature, He added: “He that believeth and is 

baptized shall be saved” (St. Mark 16:16). 

The question then must immediately have arisen, 
as it arises in our minds today, “Believe what?” 
And our Lord did not leave men in doubt as to 
what they should believe as the first step towards 
eternal salvation. 

St. Luke tells us that during the forty days of 
His Risen Life on earth He instructed them in “the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God” (Acts 
1:3). This instruction was clear and definite. There 
was not the slightest doubt in their minds as to 
what it was necessary to believe. 

Nowhere in the apostolic preaching or writing is 
there a single instance where there was any doubt 
respecting the fundamentals of the Faith. When 
questioned concerning the Faith they always re- 
sponded instantly and without hesitation. “The 
Faith which was once delivered unto the Saints” 
(Jude 3), was perfectly clear to the mind of the 
Church from the beginning. 

The Apostles drew up a statement of the Faith 
which they made the basis of their preaching. It 
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was to this that St. Paul referred when he admon- 
ished St. Timothy to “Hold fast the form of sound 
words which thou hast heard of me, in faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:13). 

This “form of sound words” was the first Chris- 
tian statement of belief, and out of it were devel- 
oped the Creeds of the Church. 

The Church requires every baptized person to 
accept the Apostles’ Creed, so called because it pre- 
sents the teaching of the Apostolic Church in a 
series of simple statements of fact, without adding 
reasons or explanations. 

As the baptismal Creed, it is so simple that any 
child can take in the tremendous facts it sets forth. 
These truths have been the strength and comfort 
of millions of souls under every condition of life 
and in every age. 

The Apostles’ Creed falls into three sections cor- 
responding to the life and work of the three Ador- 
able Persons of the ever-Blessed Trinity, God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

We must learn the meaning of this Creed, and 
what it requires us to believe, if we would lay hold 
on our Lord’s promise of salvation. 

But we must approachi this study reverently and 
humbly, not expecting that our finite and limited 
minds, which are unable to understand even how the 
grass grows beneath our feet, can understand God. 

We are approaching deep and awful Mysteries. 
A Mystery is a truth which we cannot fully under- 
stand, but which we believe because God has re- 
vealed it to us. 

So let us see first what He has revealed, and let 
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us accept it with the simple hearts of little children 
without demanding that He show us how these 
things can be. What, then, are these truths which 
we believe? 


“I Believe in God” 
That is, I believe: 
(1) That there is One God. 


(2) That there are three Persons in th 
God, the Father, the Son, and the H oly Ghost pss 
that these three Persons are in all things equal,— 
that is, these three Persons partake equally of the 
Divine Nature and of all its powers, attributes 
qualities, and characteristics. In all these things the 
three Persons of the Godhead are without differ- 
ence or inequality. 


: I must also believe, (3) that God is Spirit; that 
is, He has no body. He cannot be seen with our 
eyes, or touched with our hands. He must be spir- 
itually discerned. 


(4) God is Self-existent, that is, He is the only 
Being who exists of Himself, independent ofallelse. 


(5) God is Eternal. He has been always. He 
had no beginning and He will have no end. 


_ (6) God is Perfect and Holy. There can be no 
cee ee in His life or His work; and 

e is not capable of being evil, or of doi - 
thing that is evil or sinful es 


(7) God is Almighty. He is able to do whatever 
He wills to do. There is no limit to His powers. 
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(8) God is Omniscient. His knowledge of all 
things, what they have been, what they are, and 
what they will be, is perfect and without limit. 

(9) God is Love. Every thought and act of God 
is the working of love which is infinite and perfect. 

In my Faith I do not stop with these things, but 
I say further: 


“I Believe in God the Father Almighty” 


The Father is the first Person of the Trinity. We 
must think of His Fatherhood in three ways: 

(1) He is the Eternal Father of the Eternal Son. 

(2) He is the Father of all created things. 

(3) He is especially the Father of redeemed 
mankind, of all those who in faith and love are 
His obedient children in His Church. 

He must therefore be accorded the authority of 
a Father and obeyed as such. As a Father He is 
ever faithful, merciful and loving to His children, 
and His children should think of Him and act to- 
wards Him accordingly. 

They should never be afraid of Him. Even when 
they sin against Him He is not angry, but full of 
grief, and they must come quickly to Him, tell Him 
they are sorry, and ask His forgiveness, that He 
may take them to His loving heart again. 


“Maker of Heaven and Earth” 


The Father is the Creator of all things. He cre- 
ated the Universe out of nothing. “He spake the 
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word and they were made: He commanded and 
they were created” (Ps. 148:5). 

First, God made the Angels. They were like God, 
being pure spirits, without bodies. The Angels are 
moral beings, that is, they know right from wrong 
and are able to choose accordingly. 

The Angels were created perfectly good, but 
some of them sinned by opposing the will of God, 
and were cast out of heaven. The fallen angels are 
devils, and their leader is Satan. 

Last of all, God made man. Man is a creature 
made up of both body and spirit. Man is a moral 
being, that is, he knows the difference between right 
and wrong, and is free to choose whichever he 
wills to choose. Like the angels he was created per- 
fectly good, and was made in the image, and also 
in the likeness of God. 

Adam and Eve were the first man and woman. 
Satan was allowed to tempt them, and they chose 
of their own free will to sin by disobeying God. 
Their sin brought death into the world and all 
trouble, sin, pain and sorrow. 

All the children of Adam were born with a sin- 
ful nature. This is why we find it hard to be good. 
Every inclination we have to do or think or say 
what is in any way wrong, is the result of this sin- 
ful nature which we have inherited from our first 
parents. This is what is called original, or birth, sin. 

When man sinned he lost his fellowship with 
God. He no longer had the likeness of God. He still 
had the image of God, however, although it was 
sadly marred. 

But this fall into sin, terrible as it was, did not 
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make man wholly bad; he “sinned and came short 
of the glory of God,” as St. Paul says (Rom. 3:23), 
but there was still hope for him, and God did not 
give him up. He promised that He would send him 
a Deliverer who was to be His own eternal Son. 
He was to come from heaven and die to save us 
from our sins, to unite us again to God, and in the 
end to deliver us from death. 


“And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord” 


At this point the Apostles’ Creed enters upon 
the section which deals with God the Son, His 
Being, and His work on behalf of man. 

As we have noted, the Apostles’ Creed gives no 
explanations. It merely states the facts of the Faith 
as God has revealed them. It leaves the Church to 
give her explanations in whatever way she may be 
guided by the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Spirit has moved the Church to ex- 
plain the above declarations in the larger Creed 
popularly known as the Nicene Creed. 

In that Creed we find this article of our Faith 
elaborated as follows: “I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God; Begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 
of Light; Very God of Very God; Begotten not 
made; being of one stibstance with the Father.” 

These words tell us of the Deity of Jesus Christ. 
He is the Son of God from all Eternity. As the 
Eternal Son He had no beginning and will have no 
end. As long as there has been a God there has been 
an Eternal Son of God. This is what is meant by 
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the words, “Begotten of His Father before all 
worlds.” 

He is “God of God,” which means that God the 
Son is eternally in the state of coming forth from 
God the Father. In the same way, we say He is 
Light eternally coming forth from Light, for God 
is Light. 


“Who was Conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary” 


In the fulness of time, when God was ready to 
redeem mankind, He sent this Eternal Son of His 
to earth to take our human nature. This happened 
at Nazareth, a little town in Galilee, over 1,900 
years ago. 

This taking of our human nature is what is call- 
ed the Incarnation. This word means “the taking 
of flesh.” 

The Incarnation is the second of the great Mys- 
teries of our Faith, as we saw that the Holy Trinity 
was the first. 

The Mystery of the Incarnation is that God the 
Eternal Son became Man. In order that this might 
come to pass, He was conceived by the Holy Ghost 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

This means that the Holy Ghost worked a mir- 
acle by which the Blessed Virgin Mary conceived 
a Son in her womb without that Son having any 
human father. This is what is meant when we speak 
of the Virgin Birth of our Lord Christ. This Son 
of Mary was God, the second Person of the Holy 
Trinity. 
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Blessed Mary was a Virgin when she conceived 
Him; she was a Virgin after she conceived Him; 
and she remained a Virgin as long as she lived. This 
is why the Church never speaks of her as anything 
else but the Virgin Mary. 

St. Joseph was our Lord’s foster-father, not his 
real father. He had no father on earth. He was the 
Son of God the Father. 

The one rock upon which all Christianity is 
based is the two facts, (1), that this Son of Mary 
is God, and (2), that at the same time He is Man. 

(1) Jesus was God. Wherever He was, what- 
ever He was doing, He was always God. The Baby 
that lay in the Manger was God. The little boy 
who did errands for His Mother in Nazareth was 
God. The young man who worked in the carpenter- 
shop was God. It was God who was baptized in the 
Jordan. It was God who was tempted by Satan, 
who healed the sick, who raised the dead, who 
took the little children in His human arms and 
blessed them. It was God who was scourged, 
crowned with thorns, nailed to the cross. God died 
on Calvary, God was buried and God rose again 
on the third day from the dead. It was God who 
ascended into Heaven. The Person who did all 
these things was God the Eternal Son, acting in 
His human nature. 

(2) At the same time He was Man, perfect Man 
just as He was perfect God. He had everything 
which belonged to perfect human nature. He had 
a real human body, a real human soul, a real hu- 
man mind, a real human will. But the Person that 
dwelt in that human body of His was not a human 
person. It was the second Person of the Holy Trin- 
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ity. It was God the Eternal Son. There cannot be 
two Persons in one human being, and He there- 
fore had no human personality. 

He had everything that we human beings have, 
sin only excepted. Just because He was God, He 
had no sin and could not commit sin; for sin is al- 
ways a personal act, and this Person was the Eter- 
nal and all-holy God Himself. 

When He took our human nature, He took it 
never again to give it up. When He ascended into 
Heaven, He took His human form and nature with 
Him. The Saints and angels as they look upon Him 
and worship Him in Heaven today, see not only 
God, but they also see Him as Man. When we come 
to see Him we shall look upon the form and nature 
of a fellow human being, and that fellow human 
being is our God. 

Just as when He came down from Heaven, and 
took our human nature He never for a moment 
ceased to be perfect God; so when He went back 
into Heaven He did not for a moment cease to be 
perfect Man. 

Thus our Lord possesses two natures,—the na- 
ture of God, and the nature of Man; and these two 
natures are united in His one Divine Person, each 
nature whole and entire without being confused 
with the other nature; and this for all eternity. 


The Holy Name 


Our Lord’s human name was Jesus. This is the 
Holy Name, at every mention of which the Church 
ordains that the Faithful shall bow their heads in 
reverence. 
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This Name is a Hebrew word which means Sa- 
viour, and it was given by revelation. The angel 


commanded both St. Mary and St. Joseph that He: 


should be called Jesus, because “He shall save His 
people from their sins” (St. Matt. 1:21, and St. 
Luke 1:31). 

The word Christ is not one of the names of our 
Lord; it is a title. It means “the anointed One.” 
When we say “Jesus Christ,” we are saying “Jesus, 
the Anointed One.” He is the Lord’s Anointed. 
Anointing is the ancient ceremony for making a 
king and also for making a priest. He is the divine- 
ly anointed King of kings, and the divinely anoint- 
ed Great High Priest who offers for us the Sacrifice 
of Himself. 


The Blessed Virgin Mary 


The human agent in the Incarnation was the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. She was chosen and prepared 
by God for this work. 

The Church calls the Blessed Virgin Mary the 
“Mother of God.” This does not mean that she is 
the Mother of His divinity, but that the human 
child she bore was truly God. The emphasis in this 
title is to be placed upon the word God rather than 
on the word Mother. 

The Church has always believed that she was 
free from all sin. “Immaculate” is the title that has 
generally been applied to her. Our own Bishop 
Pearson, the author of the greatest book perhaps 
ever written on the Creed, speaks of her as “for- 
ever the most Immaculate and Blessed Virgin.” 

We should therefore honour her above all other 
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human beings next to our Lord Himself. Bishop 
Hall of Norwich, one of the great confessors for 
the Faith in the terrible days of the Cromwellian 
persecution, says: “O Blessed Mary, he cannot bless 
thee, he cannot honour thee, too much, that deifies 
thee not.” 


“Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
Crucified, Dead and Buried” 


These words declare the Mystery of the Re- 
demption, or as it is often called, the Atonement. 
This word means the at-one-ment, or the act which 
ee it possible for us all to be again at one with 

od. 

Atonement always has in it the idea of making 
full amends for some wrong that has been done. 
The wrong in this case was man’s sin against God. 
Atonement had to be made by man, who did the 
wrong. But fallen man had no power to make so 
great an Atonement. Such a work had to be done 
by perfect Man. 

Therefore God the Son “for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven... and was 
made Man,” as the Nicene Creed says. So, being 
perfect Man, He could and did, by dying on the 
cross, make a perfect Atonement for the sins of the 
world. 

This Atonement was for all the sins of the world, 
all the sins that had ever been committed, or that 
might ever be committed until the end of the world. 

There were many who had sinned during the cen- 
turies before our Lord’s death, and who were sorry 
and tried to serve God better. When our Lord died 
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on the cross He made Atonement for all these, who 
by the anticipatory virtue of that Passion and Death 
had been reconciled to God. 

All who have sinned since, if they are likewise 
repentant, and are willing to do all that God re- 
quires of them in obedient service, benefit by the 
Atonement made on the cross. As soon as they truly 
repent and submit themselves to God’s law, they, 
through the power of our Lord’s atoning death, are 
reconciled to God. 

They can never again be separated from Him ex- 
cept by an act of wilful, serious sin, and if they 
should again be separated from God by sin, they 
must again repent if they wish to be again united 
to God. 

The Atonement was made by our Lord once for 
all. It can never be repeated. This one, perfect 
Atonement that He made by His death is applied 
by repentance and faith whenever one who has 
fallen again into sin turns to God in sorrow. 

The Atonement made by our Lord is applied first 
of all through the Sacrament of Baptism., Those 
who sin after Baptism can have the power of the 
Atonement applied to them again through other 
Sacraments and through prayer and good works. 

Our Lord died on the first Good Friday. He was 
falsely accused by the Jews before the court of 
Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea. Although be- 
lieving Him innocent, Pilate condemned Him to be 
crucified. 

This death on the cross was the Sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world. In this Sacrifice He willed to die. No one 
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could have killed Him against His will. He said, 
“No man taketh my life from Me; I lay it down 
of myself” (St. John 10:18). 

Crucifixion was one of the methods used by the 
Roman Empire for inflicting the death punish- 
ment on convicted criminals. Our Lord was fast- 
ened to the cross with nails through His Hands and 
Feet. He hung on the cross from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m., 
when He died, His Soul being separated from His 
Body. His Body was buried the same afternoon by 
St. Nicodemus and St. Joseph of Arimathea. 

The fact that nothing could take away man’s sin 
but _this terrible death of the God-Man, Jesus 
Christ, shows us how dread and awful a thing sin is. 


“He Descended into Hell” 


The word “hell” in the Creed does not mean the 
place prepared for the devil and his fallen angels. 
It means the place where the departed spirits of the 
faithful people of the Old Testament time abode. 
They were waiting there for the time to come when 
Atonement would be made for them by our Lord. 

On Good Friday afternoon our Lord’s Body was 
buried, and His human Soul went into this place 
of departed spirits to announce to them the joyful 
tidings of what the Lord had accomplished. He 
went to tell them that the Atonement had now been 
made, that they being reconciled to God, should 
now in a short time go with Him into Heaven. 

Our Lord’s soul remained in this place with these 
spirits who had departed this life in the faith and 
the fear of God, until the Resurrection. 
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“The Third Day He Rose again 
from the Dead” 


Our Lord’s Body lay in the grave Friday night, 
all day Saturday, and until early Easter morning. 
During this time His soul was with the departed 
spirits, as we learned above. 

According to the way the Jews counted time, this 
was three days. They counted the part of Friday as 
the first day, Saturday as the second, and the part 
of Sunday as the third day. 

Early Easter morning our Lord’s Soul came back 
from the realm of the departed spirits, and was 
once more united to His Body. Although His dead 
Body had lain those three days in the grave, no 
touch of corruption came near it, for speaking by 
the psalmist He Himself had said, “Thou shalt not 
leave My Soul in hell, neither shalt Thou suffer 
Thy Holy One to see corruption” (Ps. 16:11). 

With the reunion of His Soul and Body He rose 
from the dead. His Body which had lain dead and 
cold came to life, never again to suffer or to die. 
“Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; 
death hath no- more dominion over him” (Rom. 
6:9). 

Our Lord arose from the dead by His own pow- 
er. He said, “I have power to lay down my life, and 
I have power to take it again” (St. John 10:18). 

After His Resurrection, our Lord showed Him- 
self to His disciples, “being seen of them forty 
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). This means that 
during this time He revealed to them all the Church 
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needed to know of Her future Faith and practice. 

He instructed them in the Faith, directed them 
concerning the Sacraments, and told them what they 
were to do and teach in their work of founding the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

Whatever the universal Church does or teaches 
in matters of Faith and morals, are the things our 
Lord taught His disciples during these Forty Days. 


“He Ascended into Heaven, and Sitteth on the 
Right Hand of God the Father Almighty” 


At the end of the Forty Days after His Resur- 
rection, our Lord led His disciples out of Jeru- 
salem to the Mount of Olives, and in their sight 
ascended into Heaven. 

This Ascension was the crown of the Incarna- 
tion. He took His human nature,—His human 
Body and Soul and all that belonged to them,—into 
Heaven with Him. He did not cease to be Man 
when He ascended. 

He sits in Heaven on the right hand of God the 
Father, that being the highest place of honour and 
power. 

His Body in Heaven bears the wounds of His 
Passion. St. John tells us in Rev. 5'6, that he saw 
the Lamb standing “as it had been slain.” 

It is the pleading of these wounds before the 
Father which constitutes His heavenly intercession ; 
as the Apostle says, “He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us” (Heb. 7:25), by pleading the Sac- 
rifice of Calvary. 

When our Lord ascended, He “opened the King- 
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dom of Heaven to all believers.” Sin had shut the 
gate of Heaven against man. But when the perfect 
Man, who knew no sin came, the Gate of Heaven 
was opened to Him, and to all those who are His 
in Faith and love. 


Heaven will nevermore be closed inst man- 
kind. All who are His, will have the reht of en- 
trance there when their time comes. Those who 
have lived in loving obedience to Him in this life 
will be one with Him, and will find instant par- 
ticipation in His glory when they come up to 
Heaven seeking admittance. 


“From thence He Shall Come to Judge the 
Quick and the Dead” 


At the last Day our Lord will appear in the 
heavens, with the sound of the trumpet, summon- 
ing the living and the dead to Judgment; “but of 
that day and that hour knoweth no man” (St. 
Mark 13:32). 


The Faithful who are then living on the earth 
will be caught up with Him in the air. The bodies 
of all the dead will rise. The souls of the damned 
will come from hell, and those of the Blessed Ones 
from Purgatory and from Heaven. 

Souls and bodies reunited, will stand before the 
Judgment Seat, and the Judge will be our Incar- 
nate Lord Himself, for all Judgment is committed 
unto Him (St. John 5:22). 

This last Judgment will not be the personal and 
particular Judgment of the individual soul. That 
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judgment, as we shall learn later, occurs at the 
moment of every man’s death. 

At that Day, the secrets of all hearts will be re- 
vealed. Secret sins and hidden crimes will be made 
known to all. Men’s virtues and their vices, their 
good or their evil, will be seen of all in their true 
light, even as God has seen them. 

The purpose of this Judgment will be to show 
to all creation the justice of God. The lost ones, 
even Satan and his devils, will be compelled to 
acknowledge that God has dealt with them accord- 
ing to their deserving. 

The Judge will, on the one hand, dismiss the 
wicked to their eternal doom; and, on the other, 
will gather His elect together and lead them to 
eternal fountains of living water. 

In body and soul every man will now be assigned 
to his final place, and the body which wilfully 
shared the good or the evil, as the case may be, 
will have its share in the eternal joy or the eternal 
woe of the soul. 

In every case the Judgment will be rendered 
according to the choice which the soul of its own 
free will, made while on earth. 

On that Day it will be demonstrated that every 
soul was the arbiter of its own eternal destiny, that 
God willeth “all men to be saved” ‘(I Tim. 2:4), 
but that these souls resisted the will of God, and 
by their own deliberate will and act were lost. 

The Judgment at the last Day is called the Gen- 
eral Judgment to distinguish it from the Particular 
Judgment which every soul undergoes at the hour 
of death,—as it is written, “It is appointed unto 
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men once to die, but after this the Judgment” 
(Heb. 9:27). 

The Particular Judgment decides the fate of the 
soul for eternity. This verdict once rendered can 
never be reversed. If the soul is perfect when it 
dies, it passes instantly to Heaven and enjoys the 
Beatific Vision of God. If it is in Grace, but still 
imperfect, it goes to Purgatory where it is pre- 
pared for Heaven. If it dies wholly devoid of the 
life of God, it immediately finds its place in eternal 
torment. : 


“I Believe in the Holy Ghost” 


The Holy Ghost, or the Holy Spirit, is the third 
Person of the Holy Trinity. The Holy Ghost is God 
equally with the Father and the Son, and since He 
is God, He is to be worshipped and prayed to. 

The Holy Ghost is not an influence coming out 
from God, or a mere spiritual quality that comes 
as a gift from God. He is a Person. According to 
the Scripture He can teach, He can guide, He can 
call things to our remembrance. He can intercede, 
He can be grieved, He can convict a soul of sin, He 
can be lied to; and these things can be said only of 
a Person. 

Ten days after our Lord ascended into Heaven 
He sent the Holy Ghost to dwell in His Church. 
Without the presence and help of the Holy Ghost 
we can do nothing that would please God. St. Paul 
says that no man can do so simple a Christian act 
as to say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost (I Cor. 12:3). 

The disciples, after our Lord’s Ascension, did 


18 


nothing until the Holy Ghost came upon them on 
the day of Pentecost. They did not try to teach or 
to convert a single soul, for they had no power 
until the Spirit came upon them. 

The Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father 
through the Son. He dwells in the Church and in the 
hearts of all who are members of the Church, and 
He is the inspirer of every good thing that is done. 

If you have an impulse in your heart to think, or 
say, or do, some good thing, this impulse comes 
from the Holy Ghost. Nor are we able to follow 
these good impulses unless we allow the Holy Ghost 
to help us. 

The Holy Ghost is the agent of the Godhead on 
earth. All that God does is done through Him. The 
Holy Ghost works especially in and through the 
Sacraments. “a 

It is God the Holy Ghost who regenerates a child 
in Baptism. It is He who comes into the soul in the 
fulness of His gifts in Confirmation. It is God the 
Holy Ghost who at the Mass makes the bread and 
wine to become the Body and Blood of Christ, and 
it is He who, applying the Precious Blood to our 
souls, cleanses us in Absolution. 

God the Holy Ghost is the Giver of Life. There 
can be no spiritual life without Him. He gives it to 
souls, first of all in Baptism; and afterwards in the 
other Sacraments, and in numberless other ways 
according to the working of His divine wisdom. 

The teaching work of the Holy Ghost lies (1) 
in guiding and instructing the consciences of men, 
(2) in directing the Church in defining and propa- 
gating the Faith, and (3) in inspiring the authors 
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of Holy Scripture in such manner as to ensure 
truth in all necessary matters of Faith and morals. 


“The Holy Catholic Church” 


Immediately after declaring our belief in the 
Holy Ghost, we naturally declare our belief in the 
Church, for the Holy Catholic Church is the chief 
sphere in and through which God the Holy Ghost 
does His work. 

The Church was founded on Pentecost when 
the Holy Ghost came down upon the Lord’s dis- 
ciples (See Acts 2). This was the birthday of the 
Holy Catholic Church. 

The Church is a divine society, founded by God. 
It is made up of human elements. It has like other 
societies, its rules and regulations, its limits and 
bounds. 

There is a widespread notion that all who believe 
in God and love Him are members of the Church. 
This is not true. 

A man might find out the principles of Masonry 
and admire and believe them, but that would not 
make him a Mason. He would have to be initiated 


into the lodge according to the constitutional re- 


quirements and methods. 

Neither does a man in like position become a 
member of the Church. The only way one can be- 
come a member of the Church is to be admitted 
in the lawful way, which is through Baptism. 

There is another widespread error. Many think 
that a group of men who have been baptized, and 
who do not like something about the Church, can 
go off and start a Church of their own. 


20 


Luther did this. Calvin did it. The Methodists 
did it. The Baptists did it; and some two hundred 
other Christian denominations were started in this 
way. 

Suppose a dozen Masons did not like something 
their lodge had done, and were to hire a hall at the 
other end of the town, meet and organize. Would 
they be a Masonic lodge? Not unless they were or- 
ganized under the authority of the proper officials 
of the Order. 

Neither would those baptized men be a Church 
unless they were organized under the proper au- 
thority of the Holy Catholic Church. 

There is but one Church. Our Lord founded it. 
It is spread throughout the world in different coun- 
tries, in many dioceses, and in innumerable par- 
ishes. But they can all be traced back through the 
ages to Christ, and to the Apostles who were the 
first Bishops. 


This tracing of the line of authority goes back 
from Bishop to Bishop to the Apostles in the same 
way that the President of the United States can 
trace his authority back from President to Presi- 
dent until he comes to George Washington. 

Unless an organization can follow up its line 
of descent through lawful Bishops in this way, it 
it not a true Church. 

In order to be a part of the true Church, an or- 
ganization must follow the necessary Apostolic 
doctrine and practice. 

For example, a Church that teaches that Confir- 
mation, i. e., the Apostolic Laying on of Hands 
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by Bishops, is unnecessary (See Acts 8:14-17) ; or 
which denies that Baptism is necessary to Salva- 
tion (See I St. Peter 3:21); or which denies the 
Holy Eucharist. (I Cor. 11:23-29), cannot be a 
part of the Holy Catholic Church which Christ 
founded. It may have been at first, but it has cut 
itself off by denying the truth which He revealed. 

No one Bishop, nor any part of the Church, can 
be infallible, but the whole Catholic Church her- 
self speaks infallibly when she declares what we 
must believe or do in order to be saved. If the 
Church in all the world agrees on some such point, 
it is impossible for it to be an error. 

We know this from the New Testament. Speak- 
ing of His Church our Lord said, “The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it” (St. Matt. 16:18) ; 
and ‘St. Paul declared the Church to be “the pillar 
and ground of the truth” (I Tim. 3:15). Our Lord 
commanded men to “Hear the Church,” and said 
if any man “neglect to hear the Church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican” (St. 
Matt. 18:17). 

Such things could not have been said if the 
Church could teach error. 

The Church is the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:22- 
23), of which He Himself is the Head, and all 
faithful Christians are the members. The metaphor 
of the Body expresses the important truth that the 
Church is not a mere organization, but an organism. 

This means that it is made up of mutually de- 
pendent members. Through all the members flows 
the same life, just as your hand and your foot have 
the same life. They are members one of another so 
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that if “one member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it; or one member be honoured all the mem- 
bers rejoice with it” (I Cor. 12:26). 

This life is divine in its nature, and is derived 
from Christ who is the Head of the Body (Eph. 
5:23). 


“The Communion of Saints” 


This article of Faith follows upon the mention 
of the Church because by “Saints” is meant all the 
faithful members of the Church. This word in the 
Creed does not mean only extraordinarily holy 
people, or the Saints in Heaven. It simply means 
all baptized people, wherever they are, who are not 
separated from the Body of Christ by mortal sin. 

This word “Communion” means fellowship. All 
the Saints are members one of another. Like the 
members of the human body they depend one on 
another. If my hand is diseased my whole body 
suffers. If one member of Christ’s Body, the 
Church, is diseased by sin, it affects all the others. 

On the other hand, if one member receives heal- 
ing and strength, all the other members are helped, 
just as when my hand is healed, my whole body re- 
joices in the ‘benefit. 

The Church, and therefore the members of it, 
are divided into three groups: 

(1) The Church Militant, or the Saints on earth. 


(2) The Church Expectant, or the Saints in 
Purgatory. 

(3) The Church Triumphant, or the Saints in 
Heaven. 
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The Church Militant 


The word “Militant” means “fighting.” The 
Church Militant is so called because it is made 
up of souls who are living in this world, and are 
therefore engaged in spiritual warfare on earth 
under the leadership of our Lord, and constantly 
helped and fortified in their warfare by God the 
Holy Ghost, and by the Holy Angels, and by the 
prayers of the Saints in Heaven. 

The souls on earth by faithfulness in their war- 
fare can help each other, because, as we have seen, 
being members of the same Body, if one is strength- 
ened, that strength is partaken of by all. So “none 
of us liveth to himself” (Rom. 14:7). 

It is not only by our direct prayer for each other 
that this mutual help is given, but by every good 
work or holy aspiration. Everything of this kind 
brings renewed grace from God, and if grace is 
infused into one member of the Body it helps every 
other member. 


The Church Expectant 

The Church Expectant is made up of the souls 
in Purgatory. The word “Purgatory” simply means 
a place of purging or cleansing. 

Few persons die without some imperfection or 
stain of sin on the soul. They are not ready to en- 
ter Heaven, for nothing that is imperfect can 
stand in the presence of God. They are kept in the 
Intermediate State of purging until they are perfect. 

As soon as these souls become perfect, they pass 
into Heaver. and into the enjoyment of the Beatific 
Vision of God. 
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By our prayers for our beloved dead we can 
bring them comfort, and can hasten the time when 
they will be ready for the perfect enjoyment of 
Heaven. 


Prayers for the dead were common among the 
Jews in our Lord’s time, and He must have taken 
part in them in the public worship of the synagogue. 
St. Paul prayed for his dead friend Onesiphorus (2 
Tim. 1:18), and such prayers have always been 
approved in the Church from apostolic days. 


We can help our beloved Dead especially by hav- 
ing Requiem Masses offered on their behalf. On 
All Souls’ Day (November 2), it is customary for 
all Celebrations of the Holy Eucharist to be offer- 
ed for the Dead.* 


The Church Triumphant 


The Church Triumphant consists of those de- 
parted souls, who, being perfect in the sight of 
God, have been admitted to the joys of Heaven or 
Paradise. 


Since our Lord has opened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to man, these two words “Paradise” and 
“Heaven,” mean exactly the same thing. Some 
have thought that Paradise meant the Intermedi- 
ate State, but this is a mistake. 


The Scriptures teach us that the Saints in Heav- 
en are acquainted with what goes on in this world, 


*For a fuller treatment of this entire subject read “Our 
Beloved Dead,” by the present writer. (Holy Cross Press, 
price 5 cents.) 
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and that they pray for us as they did before they 
passed from this life. 


The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews de- 
scribing the Saints, beginning with righteous Abel 
and coming down to his own time, tells us they are 
witnesses of our trials. 


We know, therefore, that they pray for us, and 
we ask their prayers on our behalf. (Read Hebrews 
11, and 12:1-2). 

We should always include in our daily devotions, 
requests to the Saints to help us with their prayers. 
Especially should we ask Blessed Mary, the Holy 
Apostles, and other great servants of God, to pray 
for us, as well as the Saint whose name we might 
bear, or whose feast may fall on our birthday, or 
the day of our Baptism or First Communion. For 
such Saints, pious souls would naturally have a 
particular devotion. 


Nor must we forget to ask our own Holy Dead 
to pray for us. A dear friend, a departed husband 
or wife, can do much more for us now by their 
prayers in the other world than they could ever 
have done on earth. 


The usual way of invoking the Saints is to men- 
tion their names, adding the words, “Pray for us.” 


It is by no means necessary, however, to confine 
ourselves in addressing our dear departed ones, to 
the formal, “Pray for us.” Let us speak familiarly 
and lovingly to them. They loved us in this life, 
and in the purity of their present life we can be 
sure they love us more deeply and tenderly than 
they could ever have done on earth. 
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Indeed, let us speak in like manner to all the 
Saints in glory, for are they not our dearly beloved 
brothers and sisters in the Communion of Saints? 
We may not know them, but they know us, and 
love us, and pray for us. 


“The Forgiveness of Sins” 


. 


There is no one in the world who does not need 
forgiveness, for all have sinned. To begin with, we 
are all born in original sin, which is that moral and 
spiritual defect which we inherit from our first 
parents. Besides this, all who have come to years of 
reason have committed actual sin, that is, by the 
act of their own free-will; but God has promised 
remission and pardon through the Precious Blood 
of Jesus to all who turn to Him in penitence and 
faith. 

There are two ordinary ways in which sins are 
forgiven. Those who are not yet members of the 
Church have their sins washed away in Baptism. 
On Pentecost St. Peter answered the anxious in- 
quirers after forgiveness, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). And in his first 
Epistle, he says, “Baptism doth also now save us’ 
(Chapter 3:21),—meaning of course, saving us 
from sin. 

Sins are taken away in Baptism because this Sac- 
rament makes us members of Christ, and when we 
become one with Him, all sins must instantly be 
done away. 

But sins are committed after Baptism. Our 
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Lord provides another Sacrament for taking away 
these sins. This is called the Sacrament of Penance. 

He instituted the Sacrament of Penance on the 
first Easter night, when He commanded His Apos- 
tles to preach the Gospel, adding, “Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them” (St. 
John 20:23).: 

These same words are pronounced by the Bishop 
over every priest when he ordains him, and this 
special ministry of forgiveness has been exercised 
in the Church for taking away post-Baptismal sins 
ever since the days of the Apostles. The sinner 
confesses his sins to a priest, and receives the ab- 
solution which Christ commanded His ministers “to 
declare and pronounced to His people being peni- 
tent.” 

There are two kinds of actual sins. St. John calls 
them “the sin unto death,” and “the sin not unto 
death.” These are generally called mortal and ven- 
tal sins. 

Ordinary prayers will secure forgiveness for ven- 
ial sins, which are the little sins of impulse, and the 
imperfections that few of us can avoid even for 
one day of our life. And, of course, if one is deeply 
sorry for a mortal sin, the love and mercy of God 
would take it away even if the person could not 
receive absolution from a priest. 

But to receive this absolution is the one way in 
which we can be entirely assured that we have the 
grace of forgiveness. We then have the outward 
and visible sign of grace which the Prayer Book 
tells us is that particular part of a Sacrament which 
is meant “to assure us thereof.” 
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“The Resurrection of the Body, and the Life 
Everlasting” 


At the Last day when our Lord shall come to 
Judgment, the bodies of the dead shall rise. This 
actual body in which the soul dwelt while on earth 
will have a physical resurrection, and will be re- 
united to its soul. 

The General Judgment will follow, and every 
member of the human race, in body as well as in 
soul, will then meet its eternal destiny. 

The everlasting life will be an eternity of joy or 
woe, according to the service that each soul has 
chosen in this life. 

We know little of the state of the damned. God 
has mercifully drawn a veil over their awful con- 
dition. He has revealed, however, certain truths 
about it: 

(1) That it is never-ending. The Holy Ghost in 
the Gospels uses the identical adjective to describe 
the eternal life of woe and the eternal life of joy. 
Those who would flatter themselves that the fires 
of hell will not continue forever, must also face 
the conclusion that, if this be so, then the joys of 
Heaven will also some day be quenched. 

(2) That it was never intended for a human 
being. That awful place and condition was “pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” 

(3) That no soul will fall into it save by its own 
deliberate and wilful choice, made with full knowl- 
edge of God’s loving purpose for it, and what the 
rejection of that purpose involved. The Judgment 
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which will send a soul to hell will be only the di- 
vine ratification of the free-will choice the soul it- 
self has made. God will not override the soul’s free- 
dom of will, or force it to dwell with Him. 

And what shall we say of the life everlasting that 
will be given to those who, though weak and halting 
all the days of their earthly pilgrimage, yet have 
loved God and sought after Him, and though fall- 
ing many times, have never doubted His Fatherly 
love, nor ceased to reach out after His pardon, 
who have washed their robes and made them white 
in the Blood of the Lamb? 

Heaven will be the blessed condition of never- 
ending happiness which they will enjoy in the Pres- 
ence and possession of God, in the company of His 
Blessed Angels and of the Saints. 

There we shall rejoice in Him “with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory.” Every wish and impulse of 
our hearts will be fulfilled, and every such wish 
and impulse will be perfectly good and holy, for 
every thought will be one with the mind and will 
of the all-holy God. 

With those dear ones, whom “we have loved long 
since and last awhile,” there will be endless reunion, 
heart knit eternally to heart. Then shall all sorrow 
and sighing be done away, and God shall wipe away 
all tears from our eyes. 

“OQ sweet and blessed Country, 
The home of God’s elect; 

O sweet and blessed Country 
That eager hearts expect! 

Jesus, in mercy bring us 
To that dear land of rest, 


Who art with God the Father 
And Spirit ever blest.” 
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